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From help with bathing 
to help having fun 
this is home care.

At FirstLight™ the care we provide goes beyond the basics of 
meal preparation, house cleaning and medication reminders. 
If you or your loved one want to work in the garden or play a 
game of cards, we’re there. We care for seniors, people with 
disabilities, those recovering from surgery and any              
adult who needs assistance.

Call us to learn about the  
many ways we can help. 

239-940-0614 
www.portcharlotte.firstlighthomecare.com

We are 
caregivers. 
And more.

BIZARRE NOVEMBER HOLIDAYS 
11-13, National Indian Pudding Day, 11-14, Operation 
Room Nurse Day, 11-15, National Clean Out Your Re-
frigerator Day, 11-16, Button Day, 11-17, Take A Hike 
Day, 11-18, Occult Day, 11-19, Have A Bad Day Day

DOG LIFE

Charlotte County  
Seawalls, Inc.

Complete Marine Construction

Serving: Charlotte, Lee & Sarasota Counties 
www.char lot tecountyseawal ls.com

Port Charlotte 
(941) 629-4900

Toll Free 
(877) 554-DOCK (3625)

Seawalls, Docks & Boat Lifts

Seawalls, Docks, Boardwalks, Piers, Piling Driving & 
Drilling, Boatlifts, Marinas, Dredging & Repairs

941-828-1729 

5855 Placida Rd. 
In the Plaza by PRIME TIME!

WASH & FOLD 
DRY CLEANING 

Cape Haze Sales Office 

Capt. Tom Healey - 941-626-3741
Minutes from Your Dock. Why drive for hours?  

We’ll bring it right to your dock. 

7090 Placida Road 

Cape Haze

Specialists
We are your Local Dealers:

941-475-9551 • 941-629-4015 
1560 S. McCall Rd., Englewood, FL 34223

Ask About Our Once A Year Pest Control Special

Pest Control     Lawn Spray    Termite Control 
�Quality� Service at �Affordable� Prices

Fan Lady & Lighting  

 Ceiling 
Fans

(941) 475-6901 est. 1985
Home 

Lighting  

3579 S. Access Rd., Suite E, Englewood, FL 34224

www.fanladyandlighting.us

U-STORE OF ROTONDA 

698-9410 

NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL 
 

Inside Climate Controlled 
4 x 10, $40 Special Pricing 

  

UStoreofRotonda@Outlook.com 
Left from Boca Grande bridge and right at Publix Mobil  

onto Cape Haze Dr. for 1 mile to right at Kendall Rd.  

 

Drop your Toys for Tots off HERE  
between Oct. through Dec. 

■ BY HARRY KALAJIAN  

A
ll dogs are predators, and as 
predators they are always 
ready to give chase and cap-

ture instinctively. It’s the natural prey 
drive in them. But our pet dogs do not 
use their prey drive for survival pur-
poses. It’s more for the game of it. 
Still, they sometimes can kill the prey. 
Feral dogs, on the other hand, will 
give chase to catch for survival pur-
poses. The dog’s natural predatory in-
stincts of chase and catch are already 
in their genes. Some dogs have a 

very strong prey drive, while others 
not so much 

The dog’s predatory instincts be-
come elevated by a prey’s move-
ments, which in turn is what catches 
the dog’s attention. Prey drive is very 
important as the basis for many differ-
ent types of training. For example, if 
you plan to do protection training, a 
strong prey drive is very important.   
Ask yourself why dogs go crazy chas-
ing a ball, especially the ones that 
make noise. The erratic movements of 
a ball are similar to any prey animal, 

which in turn perks the dog’s instinct 
to want to give chase. In the dog’s 
mind it’s like chasing a prey. The 
predatory instinct does not stop with 
just chasing a ball, but can also turn 
toward other living things as well. 

Taking into consideration that some 
dogs are just ball crazy, they have ob-
sessive compulsive disorder (OCD) 
over balls, leading them to have ob-
sessive compulsive behavior, or OCB. 
Dogs that are ball crazy make great 
search dogs. 

Dogs also can give chase to any 
moving objects: cars, golf carts, bicy-
cles, skateboards, rollerblades and 
more. The urge to chase specific mov-
ing objects can also come from cer-
tain underlying issues, such as the 
noise decibel level of the moving ob-
ject, which can irritate the dog’s ears, 
or the turning motion of bicycle 
wheels.  If a dog at a young age has 
had a bad experience involving any 
moving object, the dog will give chase 
in aggression toward a similar type of 
moving object. 

For some types of dog training, a 
strong prey drive is needed.  How-
ever, the flip side of the coin is that at 
any moment such a dog can give 
chase, and you may end up losing the 

leash or falling down. Professional 
training can help curb and control the 
prey drive through obedience training. 

In the South, with so many little 
lizards everywhere, dogs can go crazy 
and give chase, because the erratic 
movements of lizards amplify the prey 
drive in a dog. Once a dog catches its 
prey, it will either kill it or play toss till it 
dies or gets away.  

Can this behavior be changed? It 
can be controlled to a certain degree, 
but you can’t remove the prey drive 
100 percent.  

Have a woof woof of a month.  
  

Harry Kalajian M.D.T., 
behaviorist, ethologist & psychologist,    

has over 32 years of experience 
in all aspects of training. 

Executive Dog Training Inc.  
941-447-8234 

executivedogtraining.com

Your dog, the predator


